Draft Minutes of the AMB Circle of Friends 9th Annual Member Meeting and Election of Officers  Dec. 6, 2014
Present: A. Gerald (Jerry) Edwards, President; Dennis Wolterding, Vice President; Laura Crabtree, Secretary; Jeff Stearns, Treasurer; Judy Mangold, Service Director; Priscilla VanBuskirk, Fellowship Director; Katherine Roberts, Fundraising Director; Adrienne Geller, Director at Large;  Members and Guests.

The meeting opened with a welcome and introductory remarks by Vice President Dennis Wolterding.

A motion to approve the Minutes of the General Membership Meetings of July 27th, 2013 and August 30th, 2014 and also the Annual Meeting of December 13th, 2013 was seconded and approved unanimously by the members present.

AMB Circle of Friends Annual President’s Report Dec. 6, 2014


Heartfelt Thank yous to all our hard-working volunteers, both on and off the Board.  We are grateful to Board members past and present, especially former Directors, Ambika Sharan, Cynthia Wolterding, and Jack Small for their willing service.  Thanks also to PrisVanBuskirk who has been conscientious and kind in Thank you especially to Katherine Roberts and all the volunteers for all their work to make our yard sale a big success this year.  Thanks to them and the support from the rest of the community, we raised  $1146!
This has been an eventful year for the Circle.

We have revamped the web site and are in the process of improving communications via a weekly newsletter, increased use of the web site calendar, and a new facebook page.  We have worked also to comply with federal requirements in posting official documents specified by the IRS.

We are hoping that this new system will be an effective means of communication, as a substitute for sending out lots of individual emails, which has become difficult due to time and staffing constraints.  We hope it will also serve the same needs as the Bulletin Board would have done, but in a more convenient form.

We are still pursuing a group meeting space for the community, but that is dependent on raising sufficient funds, which we are still figuring out how to do.

We made several charitable donations to this year, three to Phoenix Renaissance and also to others.  Jeff Stearns will present the highlights in the Annual Treasurer’s  Report.  There are some printed copies of the complete report for those who want to see the details. .  The names of individuals have been omitted for privacy.  We will also post it on our web site

We are working on a new policy concerning confidentiality.  We need to balance respect for the privacy of individuals with the need for transparency in transacting Circle business.

We had a fun Beach Party at the Briarcliffe Cabana in August that also served as a brief membership meeting, and a swinging Halloween costume party at the end of October, as well as numerous artis this year.  Our Video Days have been rechristened the Circle Cinema, and we have been featuring films Baba saw.  There were a couple of films this year that drew a big crowd, one for “The Miracle”  starring Norina Matchabelli, and one for “Nema Aviona Za Zagreb”, a commercial film of Louis van Gasteren which features actual  footage of Baba that also appeared in van Gasteren’s film, Beyond Words.  Thanks to Chris Ott for making that possible.

Deborah Ramsey, who is out of town right now, has joined us recently as Education Director, and has some good ideas for fellowship and informational gatherings.  She would like to give a presentation on stress management.  We would also like to start an ongoing support group for remembering Baba and calling on His guidance in our daily lives.  Other ideas are in the works. 

We look forward to hearing Larry Karrasch and Jack Small after the election.

Respectfully Submitted,

A. Gerald (Jerry) Edwards, President

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Circle Annual Treasurer’s Report Dec. 2014 [Redacted], (Jeff Stearns, Treasurer)

	TrDate
	TrNumber
	Item
	Debt
	Deposit
	Balance
	
	

	Beginning Balance
	Wednesday January 1, 2014
	
	
	 $ 4,538.47 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	January
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1/7/2014
	Deposit
	 membership 
	
	 $    40.00 
	 $ 4,578.47 
	
	

	1/9/2014
	Ret Deposit
	returned check
	 $  (40.00)
	
	4538.47
	
	

	1/16/2014
	Deposit
	  membership 
	
	 $      7.00 
	 $ 4,545.47 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	February
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2/5/2014
	Deposit
	  Membership 
	
	 $      7.00 
	 $ 4,552.47 
	
	

	2/12/2014
	Deposit
	 memberships 
	
	 $   140.00 
	 $ 4,692.47 
	
	

	2/14/2014
	Ref
	 P Van Bulskirk flowers for invalids 
	 $ 104.29 
	
	 $ 4,588.18 
	
	

	2/19/2014
	Deposit
	 memberships 
	
	 $    14.00 
	 $ 4,602.18 
	
	

	2/21/2014
	SerChg
	  returned check charge 
	 $   12.00 
	
	 $ 4,590.18 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	March
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3/19/2014
	Deposit
	 membership 
	
	 $      7.00 
	 $ 4,597.18 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	April
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4/1/2014
	Debit
	Verifybank Paypal
	0.24
	
	4596.94
	
	

	4/1/2014
	Debit
	 Verifybank Paypal 
	
	 $      0.11 
	 $ 4,597.05 
	
	

	4/1/2014
	Debit
	 Verifybank Paypal 
	
	 $      0.13 
	 $ 4,597.18 
	
	

	4/2/2014
	Deposit
	 donation 
	
	 $    20.00 
	 $ 4,617.18 
	
	

	4/9/2014
	Check#1309
	 IRS Refund 
	
	 $   800.00 
	 $ 5,417.18 
	
	

	4/14/2014
	Check#1308
	 Refund to Jeff Stearns for payment to Chris Ott  (web site) 
	$300.00
	
	 $ 5,117.18 
	
	

	4/14/2014
	Check#1308
	 Check to Phoenix Renaisance 
	$300.00
	
	 $ 4,817.18 
	
	

	4/23/2014
	Deposit
	 membership 
	
	 $      7.00 
	 $ 4,824.18 
	
	

	
	Check#1310
	 Payment to Chris Ott for web site work 
	$100.00
	
	 $ 4,724.18 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	May
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5/5/2014
	Deposit
	 Paypal donation 
	
	 $      7.23 
	 $ 4,731.41 
	
	

	TrDate
	TrNumber
	Item
	Debt
	Deposit
	Balance
	
	

	5/7/2014
	Check#1311
	 Office Depot speaker phone for conference calls 
	$42.79
	
	 $ 4,688.62 
	
	

	5/9/2014
	Deposit
	 Membership 
	
	 $      7.00 
	 $ 4,695.62 
	
	

	5/9/2014
	Deposit
	 Paypal pledge 
	
	 $      4.59 
	 $ 4,700.21 
	
	

	5/12/2014
	Deposit
	 Paypal membership dues 
	
	 $      6.55 
	 $ 4,706.76 
	
	

	5/14/2014
	Deposit
	 membership 
	
	 $      7.00 
	 $ 4,713.76 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	June
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6/4/2014
	check#1312
	 Chris Ott for Website design 
	$100.00
	
	 $ 4,613.76 
	
	

	6/18/2014
	Deposit
	 Donation 
	
	 $   400.00 
	 $ 5,013.76 
	
	

	6/30/2014
	Check#1313
	 Post Office Box Fee 
	$80.00
	
	 $ 4,933.76 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	July
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7/7/2014
	Check#1314
	 Chris Ott Web design 
	$100.00
	
	 $ 4,833.76 
	
	

	7/16/2014
	Dep
	 Paypal donation 
	
	 $      4.59 
	 $ 4,838.35 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	August
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8/5/2014
	check#1315
	 Megan Ott Web Design 
	$100.00
	
	 $ 4,738.35 
	
	

	8/11/2014
	Check#1316
	 Phoenix Rennaisonce 
	$400.00
	
	 $ 4,338.35 
	
	

	8/12/2014
	Check#1317
	 Reimburse Debra Ramsey for emergency aid to family 
	$510.00
	
	 $ 3,828.35 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	September
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9/2/2014
	Check#1318
	 Megan Ott Web Design 
	$100.00
	
	 $ 3,728.35 
	
	

	9/2/2014
	PayPal Dep
	 Donation 
	
	 $      4.59 
	 $ 3,732.94 
	
	

	9/18/2014
	Dep
	 Donation 
	
	 $   400.00 
	 $ 4,132.94 
	
	

	9/18/2014
	Dep
	 Donation 
	
	 $    23.00 
	 $ 4,155.94 
	
	

	9/18/2014
	Dep
	 Memberships 
	
	 $    14.00 
	 $ 4,169.94 
	
	

	9/19/2014
	PayPal Dep
	 Donation 
	
	 $      4.59 
	 $ 4,174.53 
	
	

	9/24/2014
	Return check
	 returned check 
	$14.00
	
	 $ 4,160.53 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	October
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10/2/2014
	Dep
	 donations 
	
	 $   250.00 
	 $ 4,410.53 
	
	

	10/21/2014
	ser chg
	 returned check charge 
	$12.00
	
	 $ 4,398.53 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	TrDate
	TrNumber
	Item
	Debt
	Deposit
	Balance
	
	

	10/31/2014
	check#1319
	 Kathrine Roberts change for Yard sale 
	$50.00
	
	 $ 4,348.53 
	
	

	10/31/2014
	
	Ending Balance Oct 14
	
	
	$4,348.53
	
	

	November
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11/5/2014
	Dep
	 Memberships 
	
	 $    14.00 
	 $ 4,362.53 
	
	

	11/5/2014
	Dep
	 membership and donation 
	
	 $    10.00 
	 $ 4,372.53 
	
	

	11/7/2014
	dep
	 Yard sale proceeds 
	
	 $1,146.00 
	
	
	

	11/12/2014
	Dep
	donation
	
	$12.00
	$5,530.53
	
	


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

A motion to accept the President’s and Treasurer’s Reports as read was seconded and passed unanimously by the members present.

Note: The President’s Report along with the Treasurers’ Report above are published here in their entirety.  Highlights were presented orally at the meeting.
Announcements

Arti at Jerry Edwards’ home Dec. 21, 2014

Pris VanBuskirk requested any fellowship ideas the members might have, and announced a Tibetan Bowl ceremony for early January, details TBA.

Presentation by Jack Small

Jack Small introduced his ideas for Meher Living, a community of elder Baba lovers.

Election of Officers
Nominating Committee was Laura Crabtree and Brian Walsh.

Election Results:

Treasurer: Jeff Stearns   25 yes, 1 abstention
Director of IT: 0 Candidates, still vacant
Director of Service:   25 yes, 1 abstention

Director of Fellowship:Priscilla VanBuskirk   25 yes, 1 abstention

Director of Education and Community Liaison: Deborah Ramsey   25 yes, 1 abstention

Director at Large: Adrienne Geller   25 yes, 1 abstention

Congratulations!

Keynote Speaker: Larry Karrasch

Larry spoke of his intimate times with Meher Baba.

President A. Gerald Edwards made a motion to adjourn the meeting which was seconded and approved unanimously by the members present.

The meeting adjourned with Meher Baba’s Beloved God Prayer.

Respectfully Submitted, Laura Crabtree, Secretary
