Grand Strand Meher Baba Group (GrStMB)

Meeting of 10/2/05

Members of the Myrtle Beach area Baba Community coming together to find a way to offer service as a group

13 members present.

1) Jerry Edwards distributed completed e-mail lists and minutes from last meeting. Ann McEvoy brought her phone tree, which Jerry copied and distributed.

2) Ann McEvoy has contacted eight Baba lovers in the states hit by hurricane Katrina asking if there was anything they needed. She received a reply from one person and hopes to hear from more. He requested Baba books. Ann and another Baba lover sent him four of their Baba books. Ann suggested that we get in touch with more Baba lovers, in order to meet their needs ourselves, and to pass along to the 700-circulation Baba Listserve headed by Shar Wiseman, needs we may not be able to fulfill ourselves, such as housing or jobs. Also, Ann asked us to look through our books, and see what we could donate.

3) Organizational:

        A) We voted unanimously to keep the suggested name for our group:  Grand Strand Meher Baba Group, also known as GRiSt for Meher Baba. 

        B) Louise suggested asking Joan Agin and someone else to talk to us about organizing a Baba group, since they had previously done so, and also recruiting members from that group. 

       C) It was reiterated that we had already agreed to be an apolitical, service-oriented group at this time. 

         D) There was a brief discussion of organizing as a non-profit. It was quickly decided that it would take too much time to organize, and might hamper more than help.

        D) Don McBride mentioned that he was moving and was wondering if the group might want to adopt his old phone number 272-BABA. Ira agreed to consider having it installed in his home and paying two-thirds of the monthly fee. Don said he would pay $5.00 per month on the bill.

        E) Jerry Edwards has communicated with Barbara Plews, who would like to be informed of the activities of the group. 

        F)  Ira Shaffer, Ann McEvoy and Ann Ross offered to host occasional meetings of GRiST at their homes. Ann Ross requested we bring our own chairs. 

         G) We decided to meet every 1st and 3rd Sunday from now on.

4) Publicity:

Ira mentioned that October 15th is Nearby Community Day, and suggested we do publicity there to the wider community about the next group meeting on October 16th. Jerry will ask Barbara if a short announcement can be made. People wanted the announcement to include “Baba lovers helping Baba lovers, in the aftermath of calamities, eg. Rita and Katrina.” Katherine agreed to read the announcement.

Craig Smith suggested asking Mark Rainey to help with recruiting young people. Ann McEvoy also suggested Katherine Branch.

Jerry said that, if Barbara Plews agrees, he will make a sign such as the one announcing the artis, to place at Dilruba and at the Gateway.

5) Purpose/ Upcoming Projects

     Many were in favor of focusing on helping others with Hurricanes Rita and Katrina, and also getting ourselves organized so that we would be prepared to help each other quickly and effectively in the event that a hurricane or other calamity hit Myrtle Beach. We talked about the viability of public transport, mobile homes being less stable then other structures, and some cars not being up to long distance travel.

      We talked about getting in touch with smaller churches to help with hurricane survivors relocating to Myrtle Beach. It was mentioned that we have to be cautious of scam artists.

       We talked about the possibility of being able to communicate needs within the community quickly via a bulletin board so that nobody in our midst would slip through the cracks.

        Long-term we mentioned a food co-op or an organic farm, so that we would be more self-sufficient as a community.

6) Upcoming Meeting:

      Make sure our purpose is explained clearly to new members. Discuss how to collect, or raise money for current projects, and perhaps future projects as well. Ann McEvoy has expenses already with postage on books sent to New Orleans.

Notes by: Katherine Roberts
We are loving God if we feel for others in the same way as we feel for our own dear ones.    …Meher Baba
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